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Big Circle is an authorized publication of the
United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication are avail-
able online by visiting http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Big-
Circle. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest
issue has been posted on the Web. The publication can be
viewed in .pdf format online or downloaded.
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Interns life at the United States Naval Hospital

Tatsuya Norii

At 5:31 a.m. Feb. 27 an earthquake register-
ing 5-lower on the Japanese seismic scale struck
Okinawa. It was the strongest earthquake reg-
istered in 99 years on Okinawa’s main island. I
was frightened because it reminded me of the
Hanshin-Awaji earthquake that struck the Kan-
sai area when I lived there. It also reminded me
that Okinawa is no exception in regards to the

risk of earthquakes.

Disasters do not dis- ’
criminate against people INTERN'S
in the area based on their  [JJARY
nationality or occupation.

The possible disasters

we need to be prepared for range from natural
disasters such as an earthquake or typhoon to a
massive fire or aircraft accident.

In this fourth and final installment of my
diary, I would like to write about the disaster
response exercise conducted on Feb. 9, just
weeks before the earthquake.

The participants in the exercise included
the Okinawa Prefectural Police, Okinawa Fire
Department and Okinawa Red Cross Hospital
as well as all four branches of the U.S. Forces on

Okinawa. The exercise simulated a U.S. military
helicopter crash in an off-base location. Please
also read page 13 for details.

How we feel at the time of an accident may be
different depending on the way we are involved.
Although I joined the exercise as a member of
the emergency response team, I would like to
describe the scene from the pilot’s viewpoint,
who received medical treatment. (Some details
have been changed about the settings)

The pilot is on an urgent mission delivering
blood to the Red Cross Hospital. A malfunc-
tion of the helicopter causes the aircraft to crash
suddenly, and the pilot loses consciousness upon
impact. When he comes to, he is on the ground
outside the helicopter and unable to move be-
cause his whole body is aching.

Japanese fire fighters and a medical team
arrive at the scene first. The pilot is rescued
and carried to the triage area by the Japanese
emergency response medical team which gives
him necessary medical treatment. He sees the
Japanese and U.S. military police officers work
together to guide additional medical vehicles
into the area. Injured Japanese residents are also
being treated. The medical team is providing
care to Americans and Japanese equally. The

U.S. Naval Hospital medical team soon arrives
at the scene and joins the rescue effort. Moments
later, the pilot is taken to a Japanese hospital by
a U.S. Naval Hospital ambulance.

The basic principle of the disaster medical
care is to provide “the best possible care to as
many people as possible,” which is different from
the principle of the regular medical care to pro-
vide “the best possible care for each patient.”

Disaster medical care must be accessible by
anyone regardless of their nationality or any
affiliation. During the training, the priority of
hospital transfer was determined based on the
urgency and it did not matter if the person was
Japanese or American military personnel.

A medical system can restrict the access to
medical care in any part of the world. However, I
would hope victims of a disaster would be given
adequate medical care under the “best possible
care to as many people as possible” philosophy.
The disaster response exercises provide the Japa-
nese and Americans opportunities to practice
this philosophy in the unlikely event.

This concludes my series of the “intern’s di-
ary.” Thank you for following along throughout
the past year. I hope to see the readers of the Big
Circle in the future.

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle
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hen I was doing an internet search recently, I came
‘ }‘ / across information about the Big Circle. As I read
the magazine, I was very impressed by the detailed
descriptions about the activities the U.S. Marine Corps con-
ducted. I was also impressed by the stories about the interactions
between Marines and citizens of Okinawa.
We do not see this kind of information so I would like to
obtain the magazine and continue reading future editions.
I also would like to express my appreciation as a Japanese
citizen to the U.S. Marine Corps for playing a very important
role for the security of Japan and its neighboring countries.

Gunpei Ohki
Hokkaido
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tunate past and move forward to achieve peace in the Asia-Pacific

region and on the globe. I once had an anti-American feeling.
However, when I think of the stability of my nation, I now think I
was intoxicated by the foolish imperialism.

People change as time goes by, but contradiction persists.

I hope Japan and the United States will thrive on the goodwill
of their forefathers, and proceed as brothers to the prosperous free
world.

Ithink Japan and the United States should learn from their unfor-

Yuji Kimishima
Ibaraki
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Nobuko Igei, 92,
aresident of the
Hikarigaoka Nursing
Home shows Marines with
7th Communication Bn.,
Il Marine Expeditionary
Force, how to make
traditional “mochi”
during their visit Feb.
26, at the Hikarigaoka
Nursing Home.
BEBENEDBEZA
r—LZzFHELE =
BRIREESE 7BEX
Bt BEBEIC. B0
DEHREHADFRERE
FEh  (92F) .

Lance Cpl. Antwain J. Graham

For more than 15 years, it has become a tradition
for the Marines of 7th Communications Battal-
ion, ITI Marine Expeditionary Force Headquarters
Group, III MEF, to visit the residents of Hikarigao-
ka Nursing Home and exchange cultural views with
each other.

'Though they celebrate many different holidays
and customs, the two cultures have introduced each
other to their respective traditions throughout the
years.

Most recently, the Marines joined the staff and
residents of the nursing home Feb.26, to celebrate
one of Japan’s oldest traditions, mochitsuki, a cer-
emony to make mochi, or Japanese rice cake. They
also made Okinawan mochi called muuchi which is
wrapped in a banana leaf.

According to Kaori Tanahara, the Camp Hansen
community relations specialist, Marines usually visit
the nursing home for mochitsuki late January or early
February when it is time for muuchi. This year, how-
ever, a schedule conflict pushed it to late February.

"The mochitsuki ceremony consists of one or two
people pounding sticky rice with wooden mallets
in a traditional mortar while yelling “Yoisho!” said
Tanahara.

The Marines and some of the staff and residents
alternated the work, one pounding the rice and the
other turning and wetting it to create the chewy
treat.

“To make mochi they have to keep a steady
rhythm to prevent from accidentally injuring one

18 - SPRING 2010 - Bic CircLE www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle

Locals teach Marines ow
to make mochi, muuchi

4

2

another with the heavy mallets,” Tanahara said.

“It’s somewhat of a workout, but it’s a fun and
spirited tradition that really brings the Marines and
our residents together in harmony,” said Fumihiro
Imakura, the coordinator of the visit.

Despite the language barrier, the beating of the
rice set the rhythm as the Marines and residents
worked together to create the traditional snack.

It is important that the Marines living in
Okinawa get the chance to experience some of the
local culture first hand, according to Nobuko Igei,
92, a resident of the nursing home.

“It’s nice that the Marines come to visit us, and
that we can share our traditions with each other,”
Igei said.

Some Marines believe the event was a rare op-
portunity.

“It’s an opportunity that not everyone can get so
I'm glad I can be a part of this,” said Pfc. Karellyn
Sanchez, a maintenance management clerk with 7th
Communications Bn.

Other Marines said their experience at the nurs-
ing home was enlightening.

“It’s awesome how open they are to share their
culture with us,” said Lance Cpl. Eloy Rendon, a
motor transport mechanic with 7th Communication
Bn. “It really tells a lot about the Okinawan people’s
humility.”

Visiting the Hikarigaoka Nursing Home is a
tradition the Marines and residents built together
through the interest of learning each others culture.

Hopefully one that will keep the doors of the two
worlds open for years to come.
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Looking back year filled with
medical experience

invaluable

Hiroko Tamaki

The Big Circle has been featuring Dr. Mai Miyaji,
one of six Japanese interns, participating in the year-
long internship program at the U.S. Naval Hospital.
The first through third installment described the
intern’s duties, private life and special tasks. As this
year’s program came to an end, this fourth and final
edition sums up her whole experience at the hospital.

Looking back, there were times when Dr.
Miyaji felt frustration or confusion at being an in-
tern again since she had been working as a doctor
for two years in a Japanese hospital. However, the
whole experience has been invaluable, accord-
ing to Dr. Miyaji, and the program provided a
springboard for starting her career as a doctor in
the United States.

“It gave me a chance to work alongside Ameri-
can doctors and helped me improve my English,
which is essential in attempting to get a job in
the United States,” she said. “Also, other Japanese
interns in the program have become life-long
comrades. We encouraged each other and we will
continue helping each other no matter how far
apart we are in future.”

Dr. Miyaji noted there is not much difference
in the quality of medical care provided, including
medication and surgical techniques, between the
United States and Japan.

She recalls one of her most memorable mo-
ments. Shortly after midnight on her birthday,
she received a call informing her that a newborn
had breathing problems and needed to be trans-
ferred to a Japanese hospital for medical care.
Even though she had just come home after work-
ing in the emergency room, she hurried back to
the hospital to assist with the newborn’s transfer.
A few months later, the baby was brought in for
a routine examination, perfectly healthy. She was
happy to see that she helped make a difference in
the baby’s life.

Dr. Miyaji is deeply appreciative to all the
patients of the Naval hospital for respecting her
even though her English was not perfect. “Words
such as “bowel” can be tricky and patients would
respond “huh?” every time I used the word. Also,
some sounds in English just do not exist in the
Japanese language so they are hard for a Japanese
speaker to pronounce,” She said. “Their efforts to
understand me facilitated our communication.”

She also deeply appreciates everyone who sup-

ported her throughout the year.

“I thank Dr. Matthew A. Broom, Dr. Noa C.
Hammer, and all the other attending doctors as
well as the hospital staff,” she said. “Although I
am leaving the U.S. Naval Hospital, I am sure we
will see each other in Okinawa or somewhere in
the United States. I am looking forward to that
chance.”

Asked if she has any advice to next year’s in-
terns, she said, “T'ime flies. So it’s better to draw
plans in advance in order to make the most of this
opportunity. It may be difficult to keep up your
motivation throughout the year because there are
limits to what interns can do. But this is definitely
a once in a lifetime experience, so grab as many
opportunities as possible.”

Dr. Miyaji took charge of the Basic Life Support training
offered to Japanese medical care providers from
communities throughout Okinawa. EihEEfi(3. He
BhSEEAFAEREEEICH UIEHEh
BLS (SB—XHapiEiE) BHEZBH LI,

Dr. Mai Miyaji explains how to use the Automated External
Defibrillator with the help of Dr. Takahiro Endo to the
training participants. ZEEEEEMEHEIC, SINEIC
AED (BENMFSRRENZR) DEWHZFHIAT 5 EH
RRREERD,
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Dr. Miyaji checks the condition of |
5-month-old Ayla Ettinger after
discussing the medical evaluation
with her mother, Jessica Ettinger,
on June 19. Interns rotated
departments every four weeks
assisting the naval hospital doctors.
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Photos by Hiroko Tamaki

Graduation ceremony was
held on March 28 at the
Camp Lester Chapel to
cereblate the completion
of the year-long internship
program. Dr. Miyaji
attended the ceremony

wearing a Kimono. »-
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Jargon
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“This weekend we have a ninety-six!” If a
Marine says this, it means he or she can enjoy
a four-day, or ninety-six-hour, liberty period.

In Japan, the Happy Monday System was
introduced to move some fixed holidays to
designated Mondays in order to create three-
day weekends. Thus, Athletic Day is observed
on the second Monday in October instead of
Oct. 10.

The United States established the same
kind of system when they moved some
national holidays such as Memorial Day to the
last Monday in May and Columbus Day to the
second Monday in October.

But in the Marine Corps the three-day
weekend may be extended at the discretion of
the commanding general by adding one extra
day to make it a four-day weekend for his
Marines and sailors. This is a very envious sit-
uation for Japanese people who are notorious
for working too much. However, one thing we
have to keep in mind is the American calendar
has fewer national holidays than the Japanese
calendar.

This special liberty is given to Marines
considering the demanding job they do. Ac-
cording to Marine Corps Order 1050.3J, which
regulates leave and liberty, “Experience has
shown that leave and short periods of rest from
duty are beneficial to morale and maintain-
ing maximum effectiveness. The lack of such
respite affects health and performance.”

Does it make sense?

So when you see a Marine having a relax-
ing time in town on a Tuesday, ask, “Are you
on a ninety-six?”
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Marines relay fo

Lance Cpl. Abigail M. Wharton

Marines from various units of the Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma and 1st Marine Aircraft Wing ran in the 33rd
Ginowan City Traffic Safety Campaign Relay Race
Jan. 23 starting and finishing at the MCAS Futenma
Gate 4 Field, or Ginowan Civic Plaza.

The race is to support the traffic safety policies of
Ginowan City.

'The opening ceremony featured the Mayor of Gi-
nowan City, Yoichi Iha, speaking about traffic safety.

In his speech he talked about the four “pillars” of
the Ginown City Traffic Safety Campaign which are:
to eliminate driving under the influence of alcohol,
protect children and senior citizens from traffic acci-
dents, prevent motorcycle accidents and prevent traffic
accidents at intersections.

Participants from elementary schools, universities,
fire departments, police stations and senior citizens
groups on Okinawa ran relays of 500 meters to 1500
meters to pass a sash to teammates at checkpoints.

This year, the team of 14 Marines was composed
of strong runners so it was more competitive, said Sgt.
Maj. Timothius M. Robinson, Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Futenma sergeant major.

“We run in this relay to show that we support the
Ginowan City Traffic Campaign,” said Robinson, the
team’s first runner, “We are trying to be good neigh-
bors by having Okinawans attend our festivals, so now
we can return the courtesy.”

“Our purpose in inviting the Marines is to raise
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“This traffic safety relay race is one of the many events which

come back if given the opportunity, and I would encourage groups like
MCAS Futenma personnel seek to actively interact with the local

Young Marines or the Girl Scouts to participate as well.”

I local traffic safety

”

community,” said Elena Takaho, community relations specialist at

”»

their traffic safety awareness,” Tha said. “This is the only relay race that

specifically promotes traffic safety, so I would like as many people as

MCAS Futenma. “I'm proud and happy that MCAS Futenma team
came in fourth place out of 68 teams competing from Ginowan City
this year. However, most importantly, I'm glad to see that we all got

»

possible to join us.

The Marine team took fourth place in the 14,000 meter run and
was only five minutes behind the winning team, Okinawa Interna-

tional University, a local university.

”»

together for a common goal to promote traffic safety in Ginowan City.

Lance Cpl. Matthew Adams, electronic equipment repair specialist,
MASS-2, said he ran the race because “I wanted to come out and show

“It was challenging, but also fun,” said 1st Lt. Wendell Smith, air
control officer with Marine Air Support Squadron 2, Marine Air Con-

trol Group 18, 1st MAW, IIT Marine Expeditionary Force. “I hope to

”

that the Marines are glad to work with the Okinawan people.
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Photos by Lance Cpl. Abigail M. Wharton
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Relay Race at the Ginowan Civic Plaza Jan. 23.
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(Above) Firefighters with the local fire department extinguish a blaze created for the training by
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma Crash, Fire and Rescue Marines during a training exercise at Naha

S—

Port Feb. 9. (L) 2A9BICHBWEATITONLINGET. BRBEREMEE N - BEHRHMBNBLED §

RESHIROBKICHI=HHTOHAEBE.
(BL) aEEERT 5iHMBKE.

evacuate a mock casualty.

(Right, top) Firefighters with the local fire department
(Right) First responders arrive on scene

during an annual training exercise. () ZERESHPRVIICEEZFRIFICHIE. Photos by Hiroko Tamaki

U.S., Japan rescue response
teams prove ready for anything

Lance Cpl. Kris B. Daberkoe

Service members in coordination with
local emergency response teams took part
in a downed aircraft training exercise at
Naha Port Feb. 9.

The annual training exercise was guided
by U.S. Forces Japan Instruction 10.200,
which was created after a CH-53 helicop-
ter crashed onto the grounds of a univer-
sity in Ginowan City Aug. 13, 2004. 'This
year’s training involved all of the U.S.
Forces on Okinawa for the first time.

The training scenario simulated a
chaotic environment where English and
Japanese speakers worked together, said
U. S. Navy Cmdr. James Stewart, the chief

staff officer for Commander, Fleet Activi-
ties Okinawa.

“It’s important to understand the
dynamics of firefighting or police ser-
vices,” said Charles Bush, the emergency
management officer, U.S. Fleet Activities
Okinawa.

During the exercise, the Okinawa Pre-
fectural police worked alongside Marine
Corps military police to control traffic,
restrict site access and provide evacuation
guidance.

The Naha City Fire Department Head-
quarters worked with U.S fire response
teams to extinguish a simulated fire and
begin rescue operations of simulated inju-

ries: five pedestrians injured by debris from

12- KEGE - 200 &S www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle

the crash; four people trapped in a car ac-
cident caused by the crash; and five service
members injured during the crash.

According to U.S. Army Col. Kevin R.
Bishop, chief of the Okinawa Area Field
Office, it is best to be prepared for any
situation.

“This exercise should give the communi-
ty some confidence that the United States
can exercise an emergency response with
our Japanese partners,” said Stewart.

“This was the first training participated
by all four services. It helped us confirm
our roles and improve our joint readiness,”
said Yuji Sakota, Okinawa Crisis Manage-
ment Officer of Chief Cabinet Office.
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¥ A medical team and police officers check the condition of a mock
casualty during an annual training exercise at Naha Port Feb. 9.
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Many remember Battle of Iwo Jima 65 years later

Lance Cpl. Paul D. Zellner II

Nearly a thousand people were on Iwo
To, also known as Iwo Jima, to commem-
orate the 65th anniversary of the Battle of
Iwo Jima March 3.

IIT Marine Expeditionary Force,
Marine Forces Pacific and the Japan
Self-Defense Forces coordinated the 65th
Reunion of Honor - the largest memo-

rial service thus far held on the island
with approximately 100 attendees from
the Japanese side and more than 200
from the American side, along with many
others who supported the ceremony. The
ceremony was a solemn time for Japanese
and American leaders who reflected on
the relationship between the nations and
how far it has come while honoring those
who served on both sides of the brutal
conflict.

=
L X
o
®

“This year is significant because we
have distinguished visitors from both
the Japanese and American sides as well
as the Battle Color Detachment from
Wiashington D.C. and Japan Ground
Self-Defense Force Central Band,” said
Ishiki Masaaki, a community relations
specialist for Marine Corps Bases Japan
G-5. “There are not many surviving veter-
| ans from the battle, so that makes it more
“““ | important to everyone.”
- Each year, fewer and fewer veterans
from the battle remain so fewer U.S. and
Japanese veterans are present to reflect
and share firsthand stories of those who
\ sacrificed all during the battle.
‘h Joe Weinmeier, 83, is one of those
veterans of the Battle of Iwo Jima. Wein-
meier, who served in the U.S. Marine
Corps from June 8, 1944, to Aug. 15,
1946, clearly remembers his first visit to
the island as a member of the 5th Divi-
i : ~ sionin February 1945.
U.S. and Japanese Weinmeier and 10 other veterans
combined color

guards march with
the national flags.
EREBIFTIT
£THRKERE
] R

Photos by Lance Cpl.
Paul D. Zellner IT

~ were among the many that flocked to the
island.

10- 2010 &=

'The ceremony included remarks by
U.S. and Japanese dignitaries, a wreath
laying, rifle volley and moment of silence.
The significance of the joint ceremony
displayed the growth of the U.S.—Japan
alliance over the past 65 years.

“Since 1995, parties from both
countries, including the families of the
bereaved, gather here, overcoming the
feelings of animosity with one heart to
pay tribute to those who lost lives,” said
Koichi Takemasa, Japanese State Secre-
tary of Foreign Affaris in his remarks.

John V. Roos, the U.S. Ambassador
to Japan said, “Back then, our fathers and
grandfathers would have found it hard
to believe that Americans and Japanese
would one day be standing here on this
island, side by side in peace and friend-
ship.”

General James T. Conway, Comman-
dant of the Marine Corps, shared the
deep insight on the nature of war.

“In many ways, this battle and this
event expressed the incomprehensible na-
ture of war,” he said. “War is the greatest
of human failings. If a government’s most
important responsibility is to safeguard its
people, war serves to reverse that respon-
sibility and exposes people of a nation to

suffering and sacrifice.”

He concluded his remarks with the
ancient Roman expression.

“Old men should be able to agree so
that young men do not have to die.”




L-REEO VP LRRE

Hreommmm MEEBECEL | oF
108 N Ol © < & RIEHE IR 1 #K
6 0 $°

WNBEHNER XK HEEER om
ERGEMNVE O N EQIKERK
R 555 SR W <0 I 10 o ) S B 8 ) S o
QIEKBEIS S DREELOEMMY
NADREBLO! [HMEXHRNRD" W
QM Q<R ERE C EZ WM e Y
RBURI<LOON HLESLDLCW
ERELS OXRROEDNGS EH
ORFEMNWORER L K UEBONGN
BLWEOY EiE RO LEENED

| “_.-

s —

AN

»

_-_—

& .
. .WMW

&

me

H<LY YEHR R N0
EEXEEKRIHKRECRXIWE
DRBEEHEWE [ mXKQ
HEBLIEN DANLNQOLGINRTL £
= - RINNXRIY Q- B R F-K i
HEDPPNED VIVHIERLSE LSO
S FHFNHWEDRIRHHISFE PN
PP OIS0 ERYCEENHS
Hoto WA B O S 640 | AFEO N
B SRR OE O LEENTE O BIX
B<OFREN N NS B
A48 0 <0 QHERFEN 1 A Q 14U
HRNHE D o auie 50e°

JIVEEISED

Dix, Commanding Officer of the U.S. Marine Corps Drum and Bugle Corps, exchange gifts. i% U $1%
CTAvORME,

X9 SELAEMEEBMEEEORBAR 1 SRELBEM NS ALED

7547

Colonel Akira Takeda, Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Music Band Conductor, and Major Brian

g,

YU

BEWSONT — - DTN P T N—
18 EEHEIR Q£ 5 W O WX E < W°
—oTTHomo g —o <ol
2 M S EEES R O DN N D
K= —~ovoiamYROEREQ
BMVOVRE WEERY U ONES
MAWRER RN 5 0e°

DA - QMR
HVUHKLEREHNRNEOM S °
Mo MKQLHRIU reWEQ
N ER RE EERRERDOLN
OEEEE L BN QmEUWE ON
MK T RN R0 Q0 2°

Photo by Lance Cpl. Paul D. Zellner I1

of an Iwo Jima veteran, and Mr. Sachio Kageyama. {8 EB(EI R EY 2 — AR - T - A I x4 K

REASNERORBRBFSAERFES A.

Commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps Gen. James T. Conway stands with Mrs. Teruko Abe, widow

Sl

FREKECHHY | KFEEFKm 1’
MEFRPELKOELL SreaE R
T WEHEYRS VP COIXERES
RENLREWEK OB v 0.0
R EREQIHN DN RN DN |
DO 030 ik O b 500 Q W |
SU=EE S

H642T INTTN 2 — XEHTRKEIST 131
i BWYQXLEXNOR S0Qmk
OXKQ<LY R NQIEW I DOWHNIEZE
AU IHE R R 40T 1) AU 1 46100 A B BAS
st O A D60 | AFEONC
BHREEECEEONA —IX - = - 1]
ADHNKER S QKT WL R 0K
5ERRYIKR O W°

v QUIEW” EHMBECE S VIS
HER BHEORYULIEHFOKIYRKO
Mo Ei <EQRKOKEN
00 Q W B Q IO B Sl E =
EHYFe IR I LB EHEwvg
BWIXOWVHBNYHORVELIE DS
4o
IR H K8’
RWER Vv N R°
MHINR RS LEQ60 Y HEN
TENERIENIR S YU W 860488 5° |
(X% —=2 e Y24 —1 =
S

0— Qv E

=]

§ B, E SEBN mmig
IR - AN .ﬂE(éEBSFM
RESSFSEo Hary &
wZ2F o E § BoQ | m— CSE
522 i gsf@antom S sr
Wm.m&memm:___.__w.ﬂsm,ﬂﬁ.Bﬁ%G.
nmmmemmmmM&ﬂ4Eﬁ =
S zS% 8 EC DAY O L .8
285 ZERELEY OB
CBETLELEEZTECNED - D o
\UmaSImSW)E_.m.n_ﬂ.m. ‘.lmommmwlw_ms
SR2gEup EEHBOS I BOPLE
2E8 50«0 g HELL mMELSHIS

SPRING 2010 - Bic CircLE - 9

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle



&

U.S. Navy, JMSDF hold ceremon

to commemorate Security Treaty

Petty Officer 2nd Class Rex Nelson CFAO
Public Affairs

Sailors from the U.S. Navy and Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force on Okinawa
teamed up for a ceremony to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the bilateral security
alliance Jan. 20 at White Beach Naval
Port Facility.

The original U.S.-Japan Security
Treaty, known as the Mutual Security
Assistance Pact was concluded in 1951,
establishing Japan’s position as an ally of
the United States. The pact was later re-
vised and replaced with the current Treaty
of Mutual Cooperation and Security signed
Jan. 19, 1960.

In 1996, the two countries signed the
Japan-U.S. Joint Declaration on Security,
an add-on to the treaty that expanded
the alliance’s scope, which had previously
been configured for the Cold War era, to
one encompassing the entire Asia-Pacific
region.

To commemorate the 50th anniver-

sary of this treaty and reemphasize its

importance between the two nations,
Commander, Fleet Activities Okinawa
decided to hold a combined flag raising
ceremony with JMSDF Sailors stationed
on Okinawa.

Rear Adm. Tadayoshi Takahashi, com-
mander Fleet Air Wing Five and Capt.
Michael Vizcarra, commander, Fleet
Activities, Okinawa, presided over the
ceremony and delivered remarks.

“Peace, stability, and prosperity have
been maintained throughout this country
and its surrounding waters for the last 50
years as a result of the strong mutual trust
and friendship of our two countries built
upon the bilateral security framework,”
said Takahashi.

Takahashi went on to thank Vizcarra
for the hospitality and friendship put forth
by himself and members of his command
over the years. “On Okinawa, the JMSDF
units in Katsuren and Naha have developed
a close working relationship and friendship
with members of the U.S. Navy such as
those stationed at CFAQ.”

In addition to the Sailors, attendees of
the ceremony included representatives from

Okinawa Prefecture Defense Association,
Okinawa Kaiyukai, Okinawa Nikakai
and Okinawa Shikinokai, organizations
which support JMSDF and U.S. Navy
activities.

Vizcarra spoke briefly about the United
States’ role in the defense of Japan and
relayed how intertwined the two nations
have really become.

“The treaty is no less critical today
than it was 50 years ago when it was first
signed,” said Vizcarra.

“The alliance has endured for over half
a century precisely because our countries
are dedicated to supporting each other.
The United States Navy truly values your
professionalism, your commitment and
your support of this great alliance. I have
the highest confidence in our ability to
continue this alliance well beyond the next
50 years.”

The ceremony concluded with the rais-
ing of both the American and Japanese flag
as well as the Flag of the United Nations
by the joint color guard made up of U.S.
and JMSDF Sailors.
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raising the flags of the United States, Japan and the United Nations at a ceremony

Photo by Petty Officer 2nd Class Rex Nelson .
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Security Treaty with Japan Turns 50

Story by Dr. Robert D. Eldridge, Ph.D.

This year, we will hear much about the “50th
Anniversary of the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty.” This
is because the current security treaty, officially named
the “Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security
between the United States of America and Japan,”
was signed 50 years ago, on Jan. 19, 1960.

In fact, the U.S.-Japan security relationship goes
back much further. Indeed, we can trace the origins of

the security treaty to 1947 when representatives of the
Japanese government requested “a specific [security]
agreement’ vis-a-vis their U.S. counterparts.

This brief essay explores the early history of
the bilateral alliance, a relationship that a former
Marine, educator, Senate, and Ambassador to Japan

(1977-1989), Michael J. Mansfield, called “the most

important bilateral relationship, bar none.”

Exactly two years after the Allied Occupa-
tion of Japan began in September 1945, the Japa-
nese government began to question the ability of
the United Nations to guarantee Japan’s security
following a future peace treaty, which had been
their assumption for much of their peace treaty
planning. They were increasingly concerned
about the effect the dawning of the Cold War
would have on their security prospects.

U.S. officials, including those in Japan, such
as LtGen. Robert L. Eichelberger, were also
concerned. As the commanding general of the
8th Army, based in Yokohama, Eichelberger
asked the Foreign Ministry’s representative in
Yokohama what plans Japan had for its future
security. Eichelberger told his counterparts that
he was scheduled to return to Washington,
D.C,, for several months and wished to discuss
the issue with policymakers there.

‘The following day, Eichelberger was handed
a four-page memo in English explaining Japan’s
thinking. In it, Foreign Minister Hitoshi Ashida
stated that Japan desired “the conclusion of
a specific agreement between Japan and the
United States, by virtue of which the former’s
defense is entrusted in the hands of the latter.”

It is unclear what happened to this proposal
in Washington, but it seems to have been a few
years premature. The U.S. was in the process of
re-examining Occupation policies for Japan at
the time, and exploratory U.S.-Japan discussions
on a peace treaty and security treaty would not
begin until the middle of 1950.

One thing that moved the discussion along
was a request in April 1950 by Prime Minister
Shigeru Yoshida, a former diplomat and foreign
minister himself, that the United States consider
maintaining forces in Japan following a peace
treaty. Until that time, opinion was divided
within the U.S. government on the question,

but Japan’s proposal broke the deadlock.

Yoshida was a firm believer in the impor-
tance of the U.S. security umbrella and the
eventual U.S.-Japan security treaty. He thus
supported the earlier idea of former foreign min-
ister Ashida for a bilateral security arrangement
but felt that Ashida’s proposal (of contingency
basing) did not go far enough. For deterrence to
work, Yoshida understood, U.S. forces had to be
stationed in Japan; anything else would create a
dangerous security vacuum.

Interestingly, most Japanese today are un-
aware that the bilateral alliance and the U.S.
presence were both requests that originated from
the Japanese side.

There are several reasons why Yoshida looked
to the United States. First, Yoshida saw Japan’s
interests and future prosperity inherently linked
to its relationship with the United States and
the West. Japan’s prosperity historically was
based on cooperation with the West, not on
confrontation. Second, as a war-devastated
country, he believed it was important to focus
on economic growth and avoid large defense
commitments that could bankrupt the country.
These tenets became the pillars of the “Yoshida
Doctrine” that allowed Japan to become the

Prime Minister
Shigeru Yoshida
signed the original
U.S.-Japan security
treaty on Sept. 8,
1951 in San Francisco.
19515£9A8H. ¥ W
725 AITEHH
EEH (BEHRR)
PERYIOBRRLRF
fERMICERLE.
Photo courtesy of
National Archives and
Records Administration
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number two economic power in the world in
the postwar—light rearmament, focus on the
economy, and cooperation/alliance with the
United States.

Eventually, following several months of
discussions, the first U.S.-Japan security treaty
was signed on Sept. 8, 1951, in San Francisco,
moments after the Allied peace treaty with
Japan, allowing Japan to return to community
of nations, was signed.

While the security situation may have re-
quired the Uunited States and Japan to come
together at that time and keeps us together
today, it can be said it is the mutually shared
values—democracy, human rights, rule of law,
and liberal economies—which have been the
glue for our two countries for more than the
past half-century.

Eldridge serves as the Deputy G=5, Marine Corps
Bases Japan, and was a tenured associate professor of
Japanese political and diplomatic history at Osaka
University from 2001-2009. He translated the mem-
oirs of one of the participants in the events above, pub-
lished as Secret Tilks between Tokyo and Washington.
The Memoirs of Miyazawa Kiichi (Lexington Books,

2007). These are his personal views.
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’J-[istory of U.S.-Japan Security T reaty
1951

After World War 11, Japan was under
the occupation of the Allied Forces led by
the United States. In 1951, The San Fran-
cisco Peace Treaty (Treaty of Peace with
Japan) was signed to bring Japan back into
the international community. On the same
day, the original security treaty (Treaty
between the United States of America and

1996

In the changing global climate after the
Cold War, the importance of the security
treaty was reconfirmed by the Joint Decla-
ration that recognized the treaty as a basis
for the peace and stability of the Asia-Pa-
cific region. The declaration stated that the
U.S.-Japan partnership would continue to be
important into the 21st century.

Japan) was signed to allow U.S. Forces to
continue being stationed in Japan.
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The security treaty was revised to create a
new security treaty (Treaty of Mutual Coop-
eration and Security between the United States
of America and Japan) which was signed on Jan.
19, 1960. The new treaty articulates the United
States’ obligation to defend Japan in case Japan
is attacked. The treaty is the foundation of the
U.S.-Japan security arrangement.

CORERESZZUCE T B8 LWV RS
9 (HAREE 7 AV A6 R & OO Fin /%
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7 AUADHARZF5EBEDHEICE Nz, D
SHIM, FRZRARI DI L 72> T B,

Prime Minister Shigeru Yoshida signed the
original U.S.-Japan security treaty on Septem-
ber 8, 1951

195 15 9A8H. RMDBXRRLFRESR
HICER T SEHZXEM. Photo courtesy of

National Archives and Records Administration

(from left) Then Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld,
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, Minister for Foreign
Affairs Taro Aso and Chief of Defense Agency Fukushiro
Nukaga pose at the joint press conference in May 2006.
2006F5HNDIERRTR—RZMS (EMD) K+
VK - SAXTZ )V RERFRE. AV RUY - 5S4 XEFH
RE. MEXBABKE. EERLTHBHEHFRE. (BE
2% 4L55%E) Photo courtesy of Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The U.S.-Japan Security Con-  EFKDOBffHB I THNLZD Ry T
sultative Committee, comprised  GHERR &N 2 H KL IR RER
ogfle.adeﬁs of d}elfense and fore.ign SR BT {F K R
affairs from the two countries, 4 o oe o | 50 06tE5A

discussed the realignment of the p .
U.S. Forces Japan. The U.S.-Japan e TR 07 DREAROT
—R=<u 7 HREN Tz,

Roadmap for the Realignment was
presented in May 2006.
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Foreign Minisater Katsuya Okada and Secretary of State

Hillary Clinton at the ministerial meeting January 12.
20105181 2H. MERBEZTSIBARBABKREL
ESU—- 2V EBRE (BEERH : 55BH)

Photo courtesy of Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The Minister for Foreign Affairs Katsuya Okada,
Minister of Defense Toshimi Kitazawa, Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton and Secretarty of Defense Robert
Gates announced a joint statement to commemorate the
50th anniversary of the security treaty.

The statement says, “the U.S.-Japan Alliance plays
an indispensable role in ensuring the security and pros-
perity of both the United States and Japan, as well as
regional peace and stability. The Alliance is rooted in
our shared values, democratic ideals, respect for human
rights, rule of law and common interest.”
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President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Ichiro Hatoyama met on September 23.
Prime Minister Hatoyama told President Obama that he will continue to put value on the
U.S.-Japan Alliance as an axis of Japan’ s foreign policy.

20095 9A23H. N3V - ANTKEEEBIL—EBEENRKRZEITo /2. BILKLEL
FNTKRFEBICHL. BRALZBEFAROBHE U TERLTWSEBRAEZEA L. (X -
EER(# : AEILERE) Photo courtesy of Cabinet Office

Prime Minister Hatoyama made comments on Jan. 19, on the same day the
treaty was signed 50 years ago. “We can say that Japan has been able to respect
freedom and democracy, maintain peace, and enjoy the economic development
thanks to the U.S.-Japan security arrangement,” he said. “U.S.-Japan security
arrangement will continue to be essential not only for the defense of Japan but
also for peace and stability of Asia-Pacific region.”

President Obama also issued a statement. “Today, we commemorate the first
half-century of this important alliance, which was founded on our shared values
and our common interest in peace and security, and reflects the abiding ties
between our citizens and institutions,” he said.

The statement concludes with a positive, future oriented message. “Let us now
undertake to renew our alliance for the 21st century and enhance the bonds of
friendship and common purpose that unite our nations.”
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Special edition to celebrate
the 50th anniversary

Lt.Col. Douglas M. Powell

This year is a special year for the United
States of America and Japan because it marks
the 50th anniversary of the signing of the
U.S.-Japan Security Treaty which has served
as the anchor of our partnership.

In celebration of this occasion, the spring
edition of Big Circle offers a collection of
articles and commentaries about the treaty.

The first story shows the brief history of
the U.S.-Japan security treaty. The simple
layout of the landmark events shows how the
bilateral relationship based on the treaty has
developed.

Dr. Robert Eldridge presents a very
informative piece about the bilateral security
arrangements. The story takes readers back to
a time even before the original security treaty
was signed in 1951.

The U.S. Navy has included a story about
their anniversary ceremony with the Japan

Maritime Self-Defense Force. Both reiterated
the trust, mutual respect, and friendship that
have been established between them.

U.S. President Barack Obama issued a
statement on the 50th anniversary of the
signing of the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty.
“Just as we honor the countless Americans
and Japanese who have built the ties that bind
our nations, we also look to the future with a
determination to build upon the foundation of
their progress,” he said. “Let us now undertake
to renew our alliance for the 21st century and
enhance the bonds of friendship and common
purpose that unite our nations.”

This effort to enhance the bonds of friend-
ship has been and will continue to be made
at all levels, from the leaders of out two great
nations to each and every citizen.

'The Big Circle will continue to honor such
Americans and Japanese who make contribu-
tions to strengthening the bonds of friendship

-

onthecover
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A seal that represents the 50th an-
niversary of the U.S.-Japan Security
Treaty with a collage of photos show-
ing physical and cultural interactions
between Marines and local community.
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between our two great countries.
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lwo To ceremony

7=o Photo by Lance Cpl. Paul D. Zellner I

The commemoration of the 65th anniversary of the Battle of lwo To, formerly called Iwo Jima, on March 3 brought
together veterans, U.S. service members, Japan Self-Defense Force members and government representatives including
John V. Roos, the U.S. Ambassador to Japan. 3H3HICiThn/z [FHEEDE (] 60EAFLESXBICSMT 5/
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